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The Michigan Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunities for employment and access to Michigan’s natural resources. Both state and 
federal laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, disability, age, sex, height, weight or marital status under the Civil 
Rights Acts of 1964 as amended (MI PA 453 and MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act). 
If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire additional information, please write: Human 
Resources, Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment, P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, MI 48909-7528 or the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, 
Cadillac Place, Suite 3-600, 3054 W. Grand Blvd., Detroit, MI 48202 or the Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, 
Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203.

For information or assistance on this publication, contact the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, P. O. Box 30444, Lansing, MI 48909-7944. This 
publication is available in alternative formats upon request..

A private-land antlerless deer license for the appropriate Deer Management Unit (DMU) 
can be used on HAP lands. To purchase a private-land antlerless deer license valid on HAP 
lands, if the landowner’s number is not available, the phone number 999-999-9999 can 
be used.

Private-land antlerless deer license
Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C4570%2C7-153-10363_53632---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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Hunting Access Program
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources leases private lands throughout southern 
Michigan for public hunting through the Hunting Access Program (HAP). HAP was created 
to provide increased hunting opportunities on private lands for hunters living in or near 
areas of high urban development. On pages 5-22, this digest lists property under lease 
in HAP for 2013-2014. Lands that have been enrolled after the printing of this digest can 
be found at www.michigan.gov/hap. Lands enrolled in HAP are generally available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. If you plan to hunt on HAP lands, make sure to contact the 
landowner early to insure you have a place to hunt. 

This digest provides you with a list of every farm’s headquarters, where you register to hunt 
with the landowner.  Farms may be added or removed throughout the year, so please 
verify current enrollments on the HAP website (www.michigan.gov/hap).  Both the 
township and section numbers are provided for each of the locations given. A township 
is a 36-square-mile area (although many vary) with section numbers assigned. Type(s) 
of hunting allowed, habitat type(s), and the number of hunters allowed on each HAP 
property are also provided. 

If you would like to learn more about the property, county maps are available at 
bookstores and through the county road commission. Aerial photos of HAP properties 
can found on the HAP website (www.michigan.gov/hap) or the DNR’s interactive mapping 
program Mi-HUNT  (www.michigan.gov/mihunt).  

Remember, when you utilize properties listed in this digest, you and your hunting party 
are guests of the landowner. All guests in a hunting party are required to register when 
using the host’s property. Annual permits are not permitted. Every individual hunter must 
provide their name, complete mailing address, species they hunted, along with the time 
they spent hunting (starting and ending times). Do not register if you are not actively 
hunting. Appropriate conduct helps ensure your host will invite you to return next year.

 General HAP Rules:
•	 You must follow all individual landowner rules as described in registration folder.
•	 Hunting is the ONLY activity allowed on HAP lands.
•	 You must register every time you hunt on HAP lands at the farm’s headquarter or 

service station.
•	 You are only allowed to hunt species listed under “Hunt Types” for each individual farm 

as listed in the HAP digest
•	 You are only allowed to hunt during seasons listed for each individual farm in HAP 

digest.
•	 Driving on HAP lands is banned unless you have landowner permission.
•	 Do not block drives or lanes. Park in designated area when provided by landowner.
•	 Use of ORVs is prohibited without landowner permission.
•	 Hunting in or damaging standing crops is banned.
•	 Use of permanent blinds, tree stands or nails/screws in trees are prohibited.  
•	 Clean up after yourself; No littering allowed.
•	 All rules and regulations enforced by the DNR still apply while hunting on HAP lands.

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10363_10913_58762---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10363_10913_58762---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10363_10913_58762---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10371_14793_55471---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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The habitat-type key for HAP lands is:
WW – Wetland Wildlife (ducks, geese)
FW – Forest Wildlife (deer, squirrel, 

rabbit, turkey)
FA – Farmland Wildlife (pheasant, 

rabbit, deer)
CC – Cropped Land
Example: 20FW means 20 acres of land 
suitable for hunting forest wildlife species.

Important New Changes to HAP:
Utilizing funds from a federal Voluntary Public Access – Hunter Incentive Program grant, 
the DNR is working to increase HAP enrollment and hunting opportunities in southern 
Michigan. Check the HAP website at www.michigan.gov/hap for an updated list of HAP 
farms as farms may be added after this digest is printed. 

Hunters are now required to register at the farm headquarters each time you hunt a HAP 
property.  You must provide your name, complete mailing address, species hunted, along 
with the time you started and ended.  Yellow hunting permits are no longer required, 
except where an individual landowner requires them.  This will be notated at the HAP 
farm headquarters.

To help hunters locate and scout HAP lands, aerial photographs of HAP properties are 
available on the DNR’s 
interactive hunting map 
application, Mi-HUNT, and 
on the HAP webpage:            
www.michigan.gov/hap.

In order to make HAP 
more attractive to private 
landowners and encourage 
enrollment, HAP now offers 
a variety of hunting options. 
Landowners may choose to 
open their land to hunting 
for all legal species, deer only, 
turkey only, small game only, 
youth and apprentice hunting 
only, or a combination of 
these options. Up to two 
licensed adults may accompany each youth or apprentice hunter. Providing hunting 
options will provide the flexibility landowners have requested to participate in HAP. 
Remember to verify the type(s) of hunting allowed and seasons on each parcel 
before hunting.

The hunt-type key for HAP lands is:
A = All Hunting
YA = Youth & Apprentice Hunting (Up to 

two adults may accompany each   
youth or apprentice)

SG = Small Game Hunting Only
D = Deer Hunting Only 
T = Turkey Hunting Only

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10363_10913_58762---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10363_10913_58762---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf


5

Commercial Forest (CF) Lands
Over 2.2 million acres of privately owned forests enrolled in the CF program are 
accessible by foot to the public for fishing and hunting. Use of motorized vehicles 
for fishing and hunting access is at the landowner’s discretion. The CF lands are not 
posted or signed as commercial forests and may be fenced or gated. The presence 
of a fence or gate does not prohibit public foot access to CF lands for fishing or 
hunting. The owner may restrict public access during periods of active commercial 
logging to ensure public safety.

Other than foot access for the acts of hunting or fishing, activities such as (but not 
limited to) camping, leaving anything unattended (e.g., bait, blinds, traps, etc.), 
and damaging or injuring vegetation (e.g. cutting/nailing) require the landowner’s 
permission. Commercial activity on CF lands is not allowed for any purpose other 
than forestry or oil and gas extraction. A public-land antlerless deer license is 
required on CF land.

Legal descriptions of land listed in this program are available on the DNR website 
at www.michigan.gov/gohunt under “Where Can I Hunt?”

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10371_14793_52946---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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Commercial Forest (CF) Lands
Over 2.2 million acres of privately owned forests enrolled in the CF program are 
accessible by foot to the public for fishing and hunting. Use of motorized vehicles 
for fishing and hunting access is at the landowner’s discretion. The CF lands are not 
posted or signed as commercial forests and may be fenced or gated. The presence 
of a fence or gate does not prohibit public foot access to CF lands for fishing or 
hunting. The owner may restrict public access during periods of active commercial 
logging to ensure public safety.

Other than foot access for the acts of hunting or fishing, activities such as (but not 
limited to) camping, leaving anything unattended (e.g., bait, blinds, traps, etc.), 
and damaging or injuring vegetation (e.g. cutting/nailing) require the landowner’s 
permission. Commercial activity on CF lands is not allowed for any purpose other 
than forestry or oil and gas extraction. A public-land antlerless deer license is 
required on CF land.

Legal descriptions of land listed in this program are available on the DNR website 
at www.michigan.gov/gohunt under “Where Can I Hunt?”

Use CF Lands with Respect
Although the general public has a right to fish and hunt on CF lands, the property 
is privately owned and subject to normal 
private property rights. Unless you have 
permission of the property owner, the 
right to fish and hunt on the land does 
not extend to associated activities such 
as, but not limited to, the following: 

•	 Littering.

•	 Camping.

•	 Cutting shooting lanes, or 

cutting or destroying brush, 

trees or other plants for any 
purpose.

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10371_14793_52946---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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Are You interested in 
Enrolling in the Hunting Access Program?

If your property is located in the southern half of the Lower Peninsula and you are 
interested in receiving payment to allow public hunting on your property, you may 
wish to participate in the Hunting Access Program.

Landowners are free from liability as stated in P.A. 451: “No cause of action shall 
arise for injuries to persons hunting on lands leased under HAP unless the injuries 
were caused by the gross negligence of willful and wanton misconduct of the 
owner, tenant, or lessee.”

If you would like an application and details on how to join the program, or if you 
have any questions or comments, please contact the DNR HAP Coordinator: 

517-641-4903, x228
Rose Lake Field Office
8562 E. Stoll Rd.
East Lansing, MI 48823 

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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Tips for Asking Permission 
to Hunt Other Private Land

1.  State law requires that you obtain  
 verbal permission from the    
 landowner. Only the landowner can  
 give you permission to hunt on their  
 property, even if enrolled in HAP.

2.  To assure yourself a place to hunt,  
 you should obtain hunting    
 permission on several farms. This   
 will guarantee you of a place to   
 hunt if others are using     
 the  property or if the landowner is  
 not home.

3.  Its best to obtain permission in advance, before you plan your hunting trip.  
 Don’t wait until the last minute. Plan your visit early in the evening when the  
 landowner, especially if a farmer, is likely to be home. Also, ask for permission if  
 you want to scout the area before the hunting season.

4.  Ask for permission by yourself or with one other person; do not take your   
 entire hunting party up to the door. When approaching the landowner or   
 family for permission, NEVER carry your gun and keep any dogs in your vehicle.

5.  If you cannot visit the landowner in person, write an appropriate and friendly  
 letter (don’t just stick a note on the door). You can request a date/time to   
 talk in person, or you can make arrangements by mail or telephone. Do so at  
 the landowner’s preference.

6.  Be prepared to provide your name and contact information, along with the  
 dates and times you’d like to hunt. Also include a description of the land (e.g.,  
 the back 40 acres of the woods and cropland) you wish to hunt on.    
 The landowner may limit your party size, use of ORVs or more.

7.  Make sure to ask the landowner about any hunting restrictions (e.g. no   
 hunting in crop fields or other areas) on their property.

8.  Never shoot near farm buildings or where people or livestock are living.   
 Observe all safety zone areas – 450 feet from possibly inhabited structures.

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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9.  Leave things the way you found them. For example, if a gate is open, leave it  
 open after you pass through or if a gate is closed, close it after you 
 pass through.

10.  Do not leave any trash. If you find litter already there, pick it up.

11.  When the hunt is over, thank the landowner for the hunting opportunity. This  
 will notify them you have left the farm and they won’t worry about you being  
 lost or stuck on the property.  A good show of appreciation is a great way to  
 ensure you will be invited back.

12.  Its always wise and polite to offer the landowner a portion of your harvest off  
 their land (e.g. piece of game or portion of venison) once the game is    
 cleaned or butchered. This goodwill gesture, along with the recommendations  
 above, will aid in your relationship with the landowner. It may also provide   
 hunting opportunities for others from this landowner, along with building a  
 positive image of hunting.

Your dollars at work for your hunting enjoyment
The Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937 
created a funding mechanism for state wildlife agencies to 
restore and manage their wildlife resources. A federal excise 
tax on firearms and ammunition, bows and arrows is collected 
by the Internal Revenue Service and apportioned to states 
through a formula based on the number of licensed hunters 
and the size of each state.

Eligible states are those that have passed laws preventing the use of hunting license 
fees for any purpose other than managing the state’s wildlife. The federal excise 
tax, along with hunter license fees, are used to acquire lands; protect, restore and 
manage wildlife habitats; manage wildlife populations; conduct wildlife research 
and surveys; provide hunter access; and develop, operate and maintain facilities 
and infrastructure necessary to manage wildlife resources. Additionally, a specific 
portion of the federal excise tax is dedicated for hunter education, and for developing 
and managing shooting ranges. Since its inception in 1937, Michigan’s share of the 
Wildlife Restoration Funds has reached over $275 million.

Click Here For Current List of Enrolled HAP Lands (Updated Regularly)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf
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http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0%2C1607%2C7-153-10371_14793_55471---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/DNR_HAP_lands_list_439893_7.pdf

